Three Column Bible Study Explanation

Divide a piece of paper into three columns: Vertically

At the top of the first Column write – “What the Word States” 

Pick the passage from a translation (KJV, NASB, NET, NLT) or any other translation and write out the text word for word.

At the top of the second column write – “My Paraphrase” 

You should rewrite the passage in your own words, not a commentary of the passage, but as if you were the author of the passage. 

Example: Passage - John 3:16 (NASB95) “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 

In second column, this is NOT how to do it. “Jesus told Nicodemus that God loved the world so much that He gave His Son so everyone that believes in Him will live forever.” – that is a commentary.

Here is a Paraphrase: “God cared and loved the world so much that He was willing to sacrifice His only Son for everyone. If anyone trusts in what God’s Son did for them, they will not go to hell, but to heaven.”

At the top of the third column write, “Take away Truth” 

Then write what you’ve learned from this passage and more important, how you should respond to it. Make your application as “I will” statements; be specific, not “I will change my life” – but “I see that I must change how I am treating others.” Not “I will spend more time with God” but “I will spend the first 30 minutes every morning reading God’s Word and praying. 

Lastly, share with the group who you think you need to share what you have learned from God’s Word this week. Ask them to check with you the next week. If God opens the door to share with someone different, that is fine, the issue is that you are proactively seeking others to share God’s Truth with. 
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